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Survey shows students’ take on election
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief

Although the latest Washington
Post-ABC News national poll shows
voters are starting to favor Barack
Obama, students at Taylor University
appear to be leaning in a different direction.
In the national poll released
Wednesday, Obama had a nine-point
lead among likely voters.
Among the 419 Taylor students who
participated in “The Echo” survey on
the presidential election, more than 61
percent said they are planning to vote
for John McCain on November 4.
“The Echo” survey also revealed that
students are showing a high level of
interest and involvement in the campaign. More than 91 percent of students surveyed said they are planning
to vote, and 79 percent said they are following the election and the candidates
somewhat closely or very closely.
Taylor students’ high rate of participation in the political realm is just part
of a nation-wide movement among
college students getting involved in
the upcoming election. Yasin Abbak, a
senior at Drew University and the cofounder of STOPandVOTE.org, said
the 2008 election is of monumental

importance to people between the ages
of 18 and 29.
“In the long run, this election is arguably going to affect our pockets and
our lives more than anyone else,” Abbak said. “We should be the ones the
president and other officials keep in
mind when making those decisions.
The only way for that (to happen) is for
us all to vote.”
McCain received a boost in national polls after his selection of Alaskan
Governor Sarah Palin as his running
mate. Palin’s addition to the Republican ticket may impact Taylor students’ vote as well, as more than 70
percent of students surveyed said the
vice-presidential candidates are very
important or somewhat important in
determining who they will vote for in
the election.
“I think (the vice-presidential candidate) plays a pretty important role
in validating the ideals and beliefs
which the presidential candidate values (himself),” one student said on the
anonymous survey.
The survey, which was conducted
this week amidst discussions in Washington D.C. about a proposed $700
billion bailout plan, showed that the
economy ranked as the most important election issue to students.

Taylor students survey:
intending on voting in the following the election
presidential election
closely

economy

consider the vicepresidential nominee
somewhat or very
important in the election

foreign policy war in iraq healthcare other
Which candidate:
best understands the
needs of the country?
... are you planning
to vote for in the
Presidential election?
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2009 commencement to feature Gloria Gaither
By Brent Clouse
Contributor

Graduation might seem like an eternity from now for some seniors. To
others, it appears to be right around
the corner. Whatever the case may
be, everyone attending the 2009 commencement ceremony has something
to look forward to.
Gloria Gaither, an accomplished
gospel artist, will be speaking at this
year’s commencement ceremony. She
is the author of over 40 books spanning a variety of genres. Gloria is also
the winner of five Grammy Awards and
has consistently received Dove Awards
for her work in Christian gospel music, often alongside her husband, Bill
Gaither. While best known for her

writing, Gloria is also a renowned public speaker and friend of Taylor University.
“Taylor has a longstanding friendship with the Gaithers,” said Jim Garringer, director of media communications. “They have always been strong
supporters of Christian higher education.”
Gloria has a passion for ministry and
the education of young adults. This led
her to serve on the Board of Directors
for the Council of Christian Colleges
and Universities and the United Christian College Fund.
Gloria’s friendship with Taylor has
grown due to a long-standing friendship with the university’s current president.
“She served on the American Bible

Society Board when it was led by President (Eugene) Habecker,” Provost
Steve Bedi said. “She gratefully accepted his offer to speak at this year’s
commencement.”
Garringer hopes this year’s commencement will be a great opportunity
for Gloria to appeal to both younger
and older generations.
“A lot of students may not be familiar
with the Gaithers’ ministry,” Garringer
said, “but their parents and grandparents definitely know of them.”
Indiana holds a special place in the
Gaithers’ hearts. Both are Anderson
University graduates and currently
live in Alexandria, Indiana. Bill Gaither spent his freshman year at Taylor
University before transferring.
Their annual “Homecoming” praise

gatherings are held at Conseco Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. The Gaither Vocal Band, led by Bill since 1980, is the
lead act. It has heard the singing talent of Mark Lowry, Guy Penrod, David
Phelps and many other talented names
in Christian gospel music.
Garringer, who has been involved in
prison ministry for a number of years,
has witnessed firsthand the spread of
the Gaithers’ ministry. One of his favorite songs to sing with those at the
correctional facility is “Because He
Lived,” written by the Gaithers.
“Seeing the impact of the song in
their lives, given their circumstances,
is an incredible thing,” Garringer said.
“By faith, they can say that because Jesus lived I can face tomorrow.”

Photo from gaither.com

Reaching Rwanda Tryouts give a glimpse of Airband
By Kim Rupp
Contributor

One professor’s personal devotion
to reconciliation has developed into an
international learning experience for
Taylor students. Michael Jessup, Taylor professor of sociology, is organizing
a trip to Rwanda as a culmination to
Social Justice Week.
“I’ve personally had a heart for
Rwanda for a long time,” Jessup said.
Rwanda is located in central Africa.
Since the 1994 genocide, which killed
approximately 800,000 people, the
country has made considerable progress in rebuilding its infrastructure
and economy.
Taylor is partnering with the African
Leadership and Reconciliation Ministries (ALARM) in Rwanda. ALARM
empowers Africans by developing and
equipping leaders to deepen the Christian faith and bring about reconciliation in their communities. Students
on the trip will lend a helping hand to
some of ALARM’s construction projects.
The trip is designed to give students
an understanding of the history and
culture of Rwanda and help them recognize the complexities of national and
international issues.
In Rwanda, students will work in
the areas of pastoral education, build-
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ing projects, vocational training and
other educational opportunities. In addition to these projects, students will
visit genocide memorial sites, AIDS
orphanages and hospitals in the area.
Jessup described the trip as “a mission trip that focuses on issues of social justice.” Students will raise support in a way similar to the Lighthouse
program – through prayer letters and
other projects.
Shane Claiborne, author of “The Irresistible Revolution” and “Jesus for
President,” has been invited to take
part in the trip. He has been to the location and expressed interest, but his
participation is still unconfirmed.
The trip will take place May 28-June
14, 2009. Applications will be available
in the Sociology/Social Work office until the October 15 deadline.
An ideal group would consist of
sophomores through seniors of various majors and areas of expertise. 15
students and two faculty members will
be chosen to participate. The approximate cost of the trip is $2,300 and will
include three under-division academic
credits.
Jessup drafted a proposal for the
project and was recently officially approved. “Everything is a green light; it’s
just time to put the pieces together.”

By Timmy Huynh

Photography Editor
For many students on campus, Monday and Tuesday nights
marked the culmination of several weeks of intense late night
Airband practices.
The ICC cabinet held private
Airband tryouts for 17 groups,
with each dorm being represented earlier this week, selecting 11
groups to perform in the annual
lip-sync contest which will be
held on October 9.
Jessica Brooks, president of
ICC, said it took the cabinet more
than two hours to decide on which
groups would make the final cut.
Brooks also said she had been
told that some groups had been
practicing since the beginning of
the school year, and one group
even had started choreographing
their dance during the summer.
“I think last year’s Airband
was fantastic, but this year we
had some amazing acts try out,”
Brooks said. “I feel that the ICC
cabinet picked a great selection of
acts and I think everyone will be
please with what they see; It’s going to be good.”

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Curious students try to get a peek of Airband during Monday’s tryouts.
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Two freshmen not too young for TU
BY ANDREW NEEL
CO EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
On January 27, 2011, Athena Bain
will celebrate her 18th birthday. By
that time, the native of Nassau, Bahamas, will also be preparing for the second half of her junior year at Taylor.
Bain, 15, is the youngest student in
the class of 2012. If she had not informed her ﬂoor mates about her age,
however, most members of the third
ﬂoor of Swallow Robin probably would
never have suspected Bain held that

distinction.
“They look at me and they say, ‘You
don’t look like you’re 15, and you don’t
act like you’re 15,’” Bain said.
Bain’s P.A., junior Cherilyn Sutherland, said she thinks that Bain, who is
rooming with a friend from the Bahamas, has not let her age get in the way
of building relationships with other
students.
“She’s the sweetest person that
you will ever meet,” Sutherland said.
“She’s really bubbly and encouraging,

Photo by Sarah Neel

Freshman Athena Bain dances during Gospel Choir practice.

By Sam Stevens
Staff Writer

Taylor is staying true to its mission:
reaching out to a world in need.
Jeff Power, mobilization director of
the Global Hope Network International (GHNI), spoke to several of Taylor’s
faculty and classes this week. Global
Hope spans over 30 countries, generating means to bring humanitarian help
to poorer areas all over the world.
Power ﬁrst connected with Taylor
when he travelled with the Jordan
spring break group last April. Since
then, they have been working together
to create a new interactive communitybased website for Global Hope.
Global Hope, Power says, is an “underground” Christian organization.
Since Christian groups cannot cross
certain borders, GHNI steps in as a
secular institution--but Power makes
sure that the gospel of Christ is heard.

“Sharing technologies makes headway for sharing Christ,” Power said.
“We’re getting back to what the gospel’s about: the character, the love of
God. It’s showing the gospel, not just
preaching it.”
Power also spent time working with
and bringing supplies to Iraqi refugees.
His ministry is international, working
with people from Africa and Asia as
well as the Middle East.
“We need to do more than stick
change in a grocery store donation
box,” he said. “We can demonstrate the
love of God in truly tangible ways.”
The GHNI implements over 1500
health, money, and agricultural lessons, educating poorer areas so that
they can be better stewards of their
resources. These lessons can include
anything from basic health care to drip
irrigation.
Power recalls working with the little-known Gambella village in Ethiopia. During that experience, he found

not shy.”
Sutherland said that she expects
Bain to be a spiritual leader on the
ﬂoor this year.
“Just from watching her so far, you
can tell she has a very beautiful walk
with God,” Sutherland said. “I feel like
that’s going to be an example to a lot of
us on the ﬂoor, especially myself.”
Bain’s unusual academic path began
when her mother home-schooled her at
the age of four. She continued her precollege education when she skipped
11th grade. Bain said she wants to assure people, however, that she can still
relate to the average-aged student.
“Most people think that I’m supposed to be some type of brilliant genius, but that’s not the case,” she said.
Bain has embraced the fact she is the
youngest student at Taylor, and the
biology pre-med major considers her
ability to graduate at the age of 19 a
blessing.
“I just think of it as me having a
head start in life in a ﬁeld that takes
a really long time to be qualiﬁed,” she
said. “When I’m 19, I’ll go straight to
med school. I think starting early is a
good advantage.”
The ﬂoor below Bain’s room in
Swallow is the residence of the secondyoungest full-time student at Taylor:
Mark Koh.
Koh, 16, comes to Taylor from Singapore, although he graduated from
International Christian School (ICS) in
Hong Kong. He said his early entrance
to college came, in part, as a result of
an error made by a Canadian schooling system, where he attended middle
school.
“When I went to Canada, they put
me in grade seven instead of grade
six,” he said, explaining that Hong
Kong’s numbering system for grades is
different than Canada’s. When he returned to Hong Kong for high school,
the school tried to drop him back down

a people full of “love, joy, and forgiveness.”

“We need to do
more than stick
change in a grocery
store donation box ...
We can demonstrate
the love of God in
truly tangible ways.”
-Jeff PowerThe GHNI contacted sponsors to
buy chickens for individual families, a
luxury that is worth three days’ labor
in Ethiopia. A ceremonial foot-washing preceded another gift: new shoes.
“We need to serve each other, love

Alert system has students in mind
By Yvette Rattray
Contributor

Taylor has prepared a new emergency alert system that will be
effective as of next week.
Emails and text messages will warn participating students, staff and faculty in the case of severe weather
or other life-threatening situations.
After the tragic events at Virginia
Tech, Northern Illinois University and
Bluffton University, Taylor administrators began to consider how to better prepare the campus for emergency
situations.
“We live in a fallen world where bad
things happen,” said Jim Garringer,
Director of Media Relations.
The new emergency alert system is
run by the Wireless Emergency Notiﬁcations Systems (WENS) under Inspiron Logistics. WENS is one of the
top emergency notiﬁcation programs
in the country.
The system was designed to prevent

News

people from being caught unaware in
a life threatening situation on campus.
“It truly is a testament of
seeking out the best for the
Taylor community,” said
Jeff Wallace, Director
of the Taylor Police
Department. “This
is the quickest,
most
effective
way to get a
... message
to a mass
amount
of people”.

The
m e s sages will
be clear and
concise,
and
only sent out in
situations “pending, and in immediate need of attention,”
said Garringer. The “dig-

ital heads up” automatically goes out
to the students, faculty members, and
to the local ofﬁcials at the same time.
There are three categories of potential Taylor messages. In the event
of a life-threatening police situation,
a message will urge recipients to drop
everything and return to their rooms.
A second type will announce that a tornado has touched down, and instruct
everyone in the area to take cover. The
third message type would be used for
situations similar to relaying urgent
prayer requests and referring people to
the Taylor Web site for more updates.
The enrollment period begins next
week. Although the service is offered
free through Taylor, no one is compelled to join the voluntary program.
Interested applicants can enroll
through the Taylor portal.
Taylor staff hopes that faculty
and students take advantage
of this new system, although
Garringer hopes “the day
will never come to have to
ed
d
i
ov er use it at all.”
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Freshman Mark Koh plays the djembe during Mu Kappa’s worship night.

to grade eight, but he told the principal, “No,” and was able to stay in grade
nine.

“They look at me
and they say, ‘You
don’t look like you’re
15, and you don’t act
like you’re 15.”
-Athena BainKoh, also a biology pre-med major,
had already experienced a taste of Taylor life in the summer of 2007 when
he came to the CRAM summer honors

each other--that’s the love of God,”
Power said.
During the Jordan spring break trip
last April, Power shared his need for a
new web-based community for Global
Hope. “That’s exactly what our department can do,” said Assistant Computer
Science and Engineering (CSE) Professor Jeff Cramer.
Since then, Cramer has been working with Taylor’s computer science and
engineering department to create a
new interactive website for the GHNI.
Taylor’s Information Systems Analysis and IS Design class will be working with Power and Global Hope to
create this needed website community.
Power wants the website to be “something that people will love to visit and
interact with.”
“It will give others a chance to donate and get involved without having
to travel,” said Power.
CSE Professor Felix Aguilar and CSE
Assistant Professor Thomas Nurkala

program. His two roommates in Swallow are classmates from ICS.
His P.A., junior Jonathan Friday,
said he has been impressed by how
quickly Koh has made friends.
“You would never know that he was
just 16 when you meet him,” Friday
said. “Mark gets along with everybody.
He’s already involved in Taylor’s community — he’s active in MuKappa and
is always around the hall spending
time with people.”
Kelly Yordy, hall director of Swallow, said she thinks both Bain and Koh
have acclimated to Taylor well.
“I don’t notice any difference between them and the other freshmen,”
Yordy said. “It’s just exciting to have
them here during those younger
years.”

are co-teaching the Information Systems and Analysis class and will be
helping out with this particular project. They hope to add features such as
webcams and video uploads with upto-date information.
“The website will provide a direct
visual connection between donors
and the people they are helping,” said
Nurkala.
Donors can catch the progress of
speciﬁc projects without having to
leave their home. Taylor’s goal is to
have this website ﬁnished by the end
of the school year.
“It should be relational ... It’s more
than just a humanitarian website. It’s
more than just clicking a ‘donate’ button,” Power said. “It’s about knowing
the way of God. And God is love.”
For more information about Global
Hope Network International, see Jeff
Power’s blog at:
www.pangeo.typepad.com.
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Religious violence escalates in India
By Stephen Groves
World News Editor

Thousands of Christians in India are
crammed into relief camps, trying to escape persecution from Hindu mobs.
While reports differ, dozens of Christians have been killed as well as thousands of homes and churches burned.
In several Indian states, most notably,
Orissa and Karnataka, Hindu extremists have incited violence against Christians. “These are poor Christians and
people burn down their homes so they
are ﬂeeing to the forests,” said Murli
Menon, who works in southern India.
On August 23, a popular Hindu leader
in Orissa was assassinated. This was the
spark on the keg of gun powder. Maoist rebels claimed responsibility for the
attack, but Hindus immediately lashed
out against Christians.
The violence has spread from rural
Orissa to other regions with heavy Hindu control. Christians in several states
across India face persecution.
Many attribute the violence to frustration over the increase of conversions
to Christianity in the area. In the region
of Orissa where persecution is most
intense, Kandhamal, Christianity has
risen to 18 percent of the population.
“The issue is conversion. The conversion to Christianity disturbs the social

and economic fabric of the nation and
they are trying to stop that,” Menon
said. “Hindus claims that Christians are
converting people forcefully from tribal
areas.”
Upendra Kumar, a Taylor graduate student from northern India, said,
“There has always been persecution
against Christians in the past, but it has
not been systematic attacks.”
Menon expressed concern about the
spread of these attacks. “The picnic is
over and there will be tough times, but
that is what Christianity is all about,” he
said. “Paul says embrace suffering as a
gift from God.”
The main group carrying out the attacks is the Hindu group Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and their militant wing
Bajrang Dal. The VHP is supposed to
be representative of Hindus all over the
world, but in reality they are very extreme, Kumar said. “We need to expose
these groups,” he said.
Moderate Hindus across India expressed shame and disapproved of the
mobs. However, the state governments
still do not control the violence.
“There is a political party called BJP
(Bharatiya Janata Party). They have
control of 5 different states and all of
these states have persecuted Christians
... The elections are in 6 months so the
BJP is trying to win the support of Hin-

dus,” Kumar said.
The Indian federal government, trying to preserve its image as a secular,
modern democracy, condemned the
violence. It has threatened to invoke
Article 355, which means the federal
government will seize control if the
state government cannot stop the violence. Kumar said, “In India, we have
this mob mentality where a mob goes
and does anything. No government has
been able to stop these mobs.”
“Persecution deﬁnitely is going to get

intense in certain pockets. We need
a heightened awareness among our
brothers and sisters in the U.S. who
would pray and support us. Lobby your
government and let them know this is
happening,” Menon said.
Throughout World Religions Week,
students will be collecting signatures
to send to the president, senators and
congressmen, asking to put pressure on
the Indian government to halt the violence against Christians.

World News Editor

A huge smile constantly spreads
across Bedru Hassan’s face. It’s infectious; instantly I felt a grin on my face
as I interviewed him.
Sporting cargo shorts and a T-shirt,
the 21-year-old freshman from Ethio-

pia blends in with the rest of Taylor’s
campus.
A quick scan around his room reveals
nothing remarkable. By his bed are
posted several pictures of a family in
an African village as well as a picture of
Hassan with his beloved horse. Besides
the hints of his pictures and a thick
Ethiopian accent, Hassan is the quint-
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Freshman Bedru Hassan enjoys some coffee outside of Sammy Morris Hall.

Around The World
in 30 Seconds
North Korea- North Korea removed U.N. monitors from its nuclear facility this week. The country
is planning to restart nuclear activity after beginning to dismantle their
nuclear program last November.
North Korea made the move in reaction to the United States’ refusal
to remove North Korea from its list
of state sponsors of terrorism.
China- More than 100,000 people were evacuated from the coast
as Typhoon Hagupit made landfall. The typhoon has swept across
Hong Kong, China and Vietnam. So
far the weather system killed eight
people in in the Phillippines. China
launched its third manned spacecraft, called the Shenzhou 7. The
mission will feature China’s ﬁrst
space walk.

Photo courtesy of Murli Menon

A young girl in India who was burned for her religious beliefs.

Yetebon to Upland: a student’s remarkable journey
By Stephen Groves

Photo courtesy of flick jimmac r.com/photos/jimmac

essential college student. He chats on
his cell phone and jokes with his roommate.
But his journey to Upland is remarkable. Coming from an area of Ethiopia
where most families subsist on less than
$50 a year, Hassan brings a unique story to Taylor. He decided to attend Taylor after a Lighthouse team visited his
high school last year.
Hassan was a senior when he ﬁrst
learned about Taylor from Marta GabreTsadick, the founder of the missionary
school Hassan attended. Gabre-Tsadick
served on the board of Taylor Ft. Wayne
for 25 years and recommended Hassan
to Taylor admissions.
Hassan scored very highly on the national tests for Ethiopia and was the top
candidate at his school to continue his
education at a higher level.
When the Lighthouse team visited
Hassan’s hometown of Yetebon, Ethiopia, a bond instantly formed.
“(At the time) I didn’t know if I was
coming, but we played basketball with
each other. They expressed their love
for us and taught in my school,” Hassan
said. “I was pretty good at English so I
helped them translate.”
Soon after last January, Hassan submitted an application to Taylor. Several
weeks later, “Taylor replied that they
had accepted me and would help me
ﬁnancially,” Hassan said.
Details fell into place as Randall
Dodge, dean of students at Taylor Ft.
Wayne, volunteered to sponsor Has-

san. In July, Hassan boarded a plane to
leave his rural Ethiopian town and arrived in Upland.
He has not been able to talk to his
family since he arrived due to the cost
of placing a call to Ethiopia. Hassan
said, “They don’t know what happened
to me or how school is going.”
So far though, Hassan is adjusting
well to Taylor life. He excitedly jokes
with his ﬂoor mates who cannot stay
away from his infectious laughter. “He
is always laughing and smiling about
something,” roommate Joey Fuller
said.
Hassan plunged head-ﬁrst into the
community. “I love it,” he said of the
fellowship he enjoys with students. “It’s
a corn ﬁeld, but it’s more than a corn
ﬁeld.”
Hassan looks forward to further engaging in the community by joining
ministries around campus. In the tradition of Samuel Morris, he brings a
unique view of the Gospel that Americans cannot understand. “You may be
abused and hit,” Hassan said of sharing
the gospel, “but that is OK because they
will see Jesus’ love.”
Some elements of American life were
more of a stretch for Hassan. “A lot of
things are new to him, like laundry machines, phones and computers,” Fuller
said.
Another struggle was American food.
“For the ﬁrst two weeks it was so difﬁcult to eat the food, but I adapted to it. I
like the pizza,” Hassan said.

Hindu world comes to TU
By Stephen Groves
World News Editor

This coming week, students will be
immersed in Hinduism as part of the
annual World Religions Week.
The week will kick off Tuesday night
in the dining commons with Indian
food, music and henna tattoos. “It will
give a taste of what India is like,” World
Religions Week co-director Emily
Rausch said.
Chapel on Wednesday will feature Dr.
Tom Wolfe, a former missionary to India. Events also include a ﬁlm screening
about widows in India and yoga in the
KSAC aerobics room.
“Hinduism is a huge part of Indian
culture,” Rausch said, “We want people to get a tast of the whole culture,”
Rausch said.
The week concludes on Thursday
night with Vimal Patel, a practicing
Hindu, explaining Hindu beliefs.

“I think it is good to hear it directly
from someone who practices Hinduism,” Rausch said.
World Religions Week was started
last year by then-Student Body President Tamara Shaya. The inaugural
event focused on Islam.
World Religions Week is designed to
prepare a proper mindset for World
Opportunities Week by educating the
students about the various needs of
a particular religion. Then WOW will
teach them how to reach out to these
religions.
The week will focus on Hinduism so
that the Taylor student body will be
able to reach out to Hindus. Rausch visited India on a lighthouse trip last year.
“I didn’t know anything about India or
Hinduism at all before I went. Not all of
us can go to India, but we need to have
understanding to be able to pray effectively for Christians in India.”

Myanmar- An explosion in the
center of Rangoon, Myanmar’s largest city, injured four people Thursday. It is thought the explosion is
connected to the ﬁrst anniversary
of a violent military crackdown on
government protests. The U.N. reported 31 deaths in the crackdown
a year ago.
Pakistan- Pakistani forces ﬁred
warning shots at NATO helicopters
as they crossed into Pakistani airspace from Afghanistan on Thursday. It is the ﬁrst time Pakistan has
admitted ﬁring at U.S. or NATO
forces amid mounting tensions over
cross-border military action .
South Africa- South African
president Thabo Mbeki resigned
this week amidst claims of political interference in a corruption case
against his rival, Jacob Zuma. Mbeki denied the claims, but stepped
down at the request of his political
party. The resignation caused many
of his cabinet to follow suit. The
parliament selected Kgalema Motlanthe, the deputy leader of South
Africa’s majority party, as the interim president.
Somalia- Increased violence between African Union peacemakers
and Muslim militants in the capital
of Mogadishu caused thousands to
ﬂee the city.
Egypt- A group of Bandits kidnapped and is ransoming 11 European tourists and eight Egyptian
guides. The bandits kidnapped the
group in a remote area in southwest
Egypt, but moved over the border
into Sudan. The kidnappers then
moved into Libya. The governments
of all three nations are watching the
bandits, but have not attempted any
rescue operations in order to keep
the hostages safe. The kidnappers
are demanding a ransom as high
$15 million.
Democratic Republic of Congo- Ugandan rebels known as the
Lord’s Resistance Army have advanced through northern DR Congo, attacking villages and abducting children. There are reports of
75,000 people ﬂeeing the violence.
Finland- Eleven people are dead
after a 22-year-old gunman raided
the vocational school he attended
in Kauhajoki on Tuesday, shooting
10 people before turning the gun on
himself.

Quote of the week
“When our days become dreary with low hovering clouds of despair, and when our nights become darker than a
thousand midnights, let us remember that there is a creative force in this universe, working to pull down the gigantic
mountains of evil, a power that is able to make a way out of no way and transform dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows. Let us realize the arc of the moral universe is long but it bends toward justice.”

~Martin Luther King Jr~

World
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Being Green in Community
By Derek Rosenberger
Contributor

Living sustainably is about living in community. When there are options,
it is about making the environmentally thoughtful decision which will often include others. Indeed, many decisions that have the most “green” potential include others. For instance, how do you reduce the impact of your
driving to Exit 59 Church this Sunday? You ride with others. How about
shopping? Shop with others. How do you reduce your consumption? Share
with others. What about hobbies and entertainment? Hike with others,
camp with others, garden with others. And what about accountability to
make these decisions? Well, you need others for that as well.
Obviously, there is a place for the individual in this. It takes a lot of individual decisions like deciding to unplug your phone charger or turn off

your computer. Or deciding to take the cap off your water bottle and recycle it instead of throwing it off-handedly into the garbage. Granted, with
these small things you can make a big difference, but how do you make a
bigger difference? Do them with others! Encourage others to make some
simple changes. Be a model and go out of your way to do things that are environmentally conscious. You may have a bigger impact than you know.
Others will start taking notice. Believe me, I’ve experienced it myself.
They may start making remarks like, “Oh, look at you being green!” But
then you start to hear comments like, “Hey, I thought of you the other day
when I was about to throw that bottle away so I threw it into recycling instead.” Not only have they made a responsible environmental decision, but
you have now had a twice the positive environmental impact by modeling
your green decisions for others! Don’t be the last to make the decision be a
good steward of God’s earth. Do it with others!

Juniors Erica Trier and Kelli Conners ride their eco-friendly bikes to class.

Photo illustration by Katy Andres

Life & Tiems Editor

Junior Natasha Menon confronts freshman Andrea
Photo illustration by Sarah Neel
Walker about not recycling.

I wonder how many of you own some type of “going green” T-shirt or
bag. You might even have a little “this page is green” application on your
Facebook page. It’s clear that “being green” is in. But how many of us actually practice what we preach?
You’ve read these articles and heard these opinions, so now what? It first
takes a passion. You have to want change. Then, it takes action. If we all
become interested and passionate about being good stewards, our campus
will be completely transformed.
Being green requires more of us than a chic “recycle” T-shirt. If we truly
care about our earth, we need to act on it. When you take the last tasty sip

Contributer

I think in general, I would like if students could have a really intelligent conversation about what this “green” word means.
Photo by Timmy Huynh

By Dr. Paul Rothrock
Contributor

Sophomore Molly Hartman and junior Rachel Totheroh
conserve water by brushing their teeth with the water
off.
Photo illustration by Sarah Neel

of your VitaminWater drink, and remember for a fleeting moment that the
recycling bin is all the way down the hall, choose to get up, walk the 26 feet
and toss your bottle in the appropriate bin. When you have a meeting all
the way across campus, leave your keys behind, and use your feet instead.
When you visit the Grille or DC, use less containers and napkins, or only
use one drinking cup. These are simple “sacrifices,” but when you show
an interest and passion in being green, you may spur others on to love
their earth practically too, and who wouldn’t want to see an entire campus
working together to be good stewards?
It’s about passion and action. Decide to “be green.” Practice what your
shirt preaches. And, hopefully, after awhile, the simple things we do will
turn into big lifestyle changes.

I began researching this article with the idea that I would write up some
practical ideas for the average student to raise their environmental IQ.
With that in mind, I turned to my trusted friend and research advisor:
Google. A quick search of “being green” revealed a plethora of not-so-useful tips (My favorite: Buy a hemp shower curtain. If that doesn’t scream
hippie, I don’t know what does.). All these tips centered around the same
topic: It’s Easy Being Green.
I’m sorry to break it to you, Taylor, but Kermit was right on this one. It’s
not easy being green.
Now, don’t let that discourage you; it’s not impossible. It’s just not going
to be convenient, and I would be doing you a disservice if I gave you that
impression. Some of the most important actions we can individually take
will, inevitably, require some sacrifice. Being green may be in vogue, but if
you really want to make a difference you’re going to have to get dirty.
Start with making a point to educate yourself. You don’t have to be science savvy to know what’s going on in the world of environmentalism.
Come to the Science Seminars (Mondays at 4 p.m. in Nussbaum) to learn
about energy. Listen to your professors when they talk about current

Life & Times

events. Read up on the news. Take Intro to Environmental Science or Intro to Geology. Just learn as much as you can. We’re college students – we
should be good at it by now! In the next few decades, our generation will be
the one making real decisions with some real consequences. (In fact, one is
coming up on November 4th – VOTE!) You need to have the facts to make
an informed decision.
Once you have all facts, it’s time to take action! Take the time and effort
to sort out your recycling. I know it’s annoying, but it really does make a
difference. Walk or bike to class instead of driving. This may come as a
shock to some of you, but Taylor is a pretty small campus. Driving that
SUV to class to save a few minutes costs the environment as well as you.
(Remember when gas was $2 a gallon? I don’t.) Get more involved with a
group like Stewards of Creation. We’re taking real action to make the Taylor community green – and you can help.
This may seem like I’m just giving you a lot of homework (which I know
none of us need right now), and for that I apologize. I hope you come away
from this with an understanding that real results require real efforts. The
truth is, we really can make a difference and green our campus if we’re all
willing to give it some extra effort. Doing the green thing may not be easy
– but doing the right thing rarely is.

Q & A with the SBP
As the student body president, what would
you like to see Taylor students doing in an
effort to be more environmentally friendly?

An Inconvenient Truth
By Kelly Pugh

Pearls of Wisdom

Question&Answer - Zach Hunsinger

Practice What We Preach
By Blake Bachman
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Recycling plastic water bottles is just one of many ways
Photo by Katy Andres
to “go green.”

“There are a lot of things that you begin to develop as habits now ... you may feel
there’s not a lot you can do ... but there certainly are a lot of life habits you can begin
now. They take practice ... It’s not that you immediately know what to do, but it’s
something you develop over time.”
“Every time you use a tray it has to be washed with hot water. And ... that hot water
bill’s immense. So it’s both the water bill and the heat, the energy to heat the water
(that can be harmful). It does mean that then you have to (demonstrate what could
be a feat only a skilled waiter could do), carry a couple plates with each hand, or make
multiple trips to the salad bar.”
“You might see the annual announcement that we do have some amount of hunting
that is allowed. And we need that in order to keep deer populations from becoming
overly large and doing significant damage to their basic food supply and diversity of
plant life that in the arboretum.”
“Automobile usage. Have you had other passengers when you drive? Try and make
sure the miles you put on your car are as necessary and efficiently used as possible. I
remind people to look at their maintenance of their automobile. It matters whether
you have your tires properly inflated. It matters whether the car is being tuned up. Of
course, it matters in your choice of automobile.”
“Your hot water consumption. That has to do with how long you stand under the
shower, and how often. We as a society have a deep fetish over cleanliness that goes
over and beyond what’s necessary.”
“Your food consumption patterns matter ... Individually we could be lowering the
amount of meat we eat. Because that’s a very energy intensive food product and we
consume far more than we need.”
“I will give you a stereotype ... we have a generation that is connected to media and a
digital world. My generation became environmentally aware because we were outside
and we saw the problems. Some of them were so big you couldn’t miss them. But you
saw them. You saw dead fish floating around Lake Erie ... Even today you can see the
loss of green space. You can see the loss of animal populations and plant populations.
You can see these things, but only if you’re outside ... I guess my one piece of advice
would be you need to get outside. You need to hike places. You need to see what God
has made in this part of the world and enjoy it, be involved with it. And in doing so,
you’ll begin to realize that this isn’t quite right. It’s getting disconnected enough from
the digital to actually experience the real. And see that it’s an important part of your
stewardship to experience God’s real world. And I think you’ll see some of the problems and want to respond.”

Stewards of Creation

What are some simple, tangible things that
students can be doing?
When using the dryers, often times people don’t want another individual to
take their clothes out of the dryer ... I don’t think it’s wrong to be possessive
about your clothing. I mean you have to wear that. I understand you don’t
want someone to touch it. But often they’ll run by the laundry room and remember my clothes are in the dryer; they’re finished ... but I’m late for class.
So we’ll run in, turn the dryer back on so that it’s spinning so no one’s going
to mess with it. And you can come back in the next hour and take it out. That’s
just a complete waste. I mean, aside from that we shouldn’t use dryers in the
first place; we should just hang out clothes up on lines. I personally haven’t
been able to bring myself to do that because I don’t like how outside smells.
But drying your clothes twice is too far. Take them out, put them aside, let
someone else touch them.

What are some ways you are helping the
environment to go green?
I think I just try to live conscious of my actions ... There’s a lot of information
out there, on the Internet and in magazines ... I like to read it. It’s an interest
for me ... I try to make sure I recycle. I walk to class, I don’t drive to the well,
(and) even though I have class in the Randall Center, which is forever away, I
force myself to walk there. I try to turn the lights off when I’m not using them.
It’s just an attitude of living aware of what I do has an effect.

What would be one piece of advice or
statement that you would have that would
inspire Echo readers to be more
environmentally conscious?
There is only so much I can do in my presidential role ... The administration
noticed when I was elected and had environmental aspects on my platform.
They saw that ... this is something the students are starting to care about.
But if the students leave that on me, it’s not going to happen. The students
really need to get on this, and get on board and in some ways, demand more
recycling bins. In a lot of ways the burden of proof lies with the students. I
can advocate as much as possible, but it all comes down to it. If the professors
and administration aren’t seeing what I’m talking about, they’re not going to
care. And that’s a really calloused perspective, but if conserving our resources
is something the students are interested in, they need to step up and hit this
as hard as possible.

By Jon Schelander

Distribution Manager
If “The Green Plunger” makes you think of a verdantly colored toilet utensil, then
you are probably not familiar with the Stewards of Creation (SOC). And that’s OK,
because for a while, they’ve been silently reorganizing, but now they’re emerging with
new ideas and energy. Aside from producing the aforementioned newsletter (which
should definitely be read if you come across it), SOC is getting involved with different
aspects of campus and they have lots of room for people interested in helping out.
So what exactly is SOC? What used to be a club is now taking on a ministry focus in
looking at environmental stewardship. It’s an organization for people who appreciate
the earth God gave us and want to conserve its resources and preserve its beauty. You
don’t have to have a passion for planting herbs or braiding dandelions into crowns,
although those things are good, too. In fact, one of SOC’s new features this year is
that it’s broken up into four subgroups: SOC Nature Immersion, SOC Sustainability,
SOC Media and SOC Service. Love graphic design? They can use you. Want to go hiking? Join the fun. I’m sure someone will even braid those dandelions with you. Jason
Haupt, President of SOC, says that he desires for the organization to become a place
anyone can use their strengths and passions for environmental stewardship.
To get an idea of SOC’s focus, you should know their major upcoming project is
revamping the recycling on campus. It’s a big job, but it has become more feasible as
they work with maintenance and gain student interest. If you think you’re a part of
that “student interest” or if you just want to learn more about SOC and what it has to
offer, make sure you head to Ayres 212 on Tuesday at 8:15 p.m. for an open meeting.
If you want to contact someone at SOC, then you can e-mail soc@taylor.edu or call
765-998-4960. And be sure to keep an eye out for more meetings, events and projects
hosted by SOC throughout the year — you never know what “The Green Plunger” will
have to say next.

FALL OUTLET SALE

25

$

OFF
A $100 PURCHASE
OR MORE (excludes tax)

Redeemable at the 2008 Fall Vera Bradley Outlet Sale
during one of the following dates and times:

October 2–3: 2 pm – 8 pm, October 4: 2 pm – 5 pm, or October 5: 10 am – 5 pm
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum, 4000 Parnell Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46805
Limit one coupon per customer. Valid at the Fall 2008 Vera Bradley Outlet Sale during one of the dates and times on
this coupon only. Not to be used and is void outside the stated date(s)/time(s). One time use only. The original coupon
must be surrendered at the time of redemption. May not be combined with any other offer or coupon. Offer void to
employees of Vera Bradley and where prohibited. Coupon is void if altered, forged, transferred, reproduced or copied.
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TV feature story

The science behind FOX’s
By Josh Porter
Contributor

What happens when that kid who
fries ants with a magnifying glass and
pokes dead birds with a stick grows
up to be a TV producer? “Fringe” happens.
The borders of J.J. Abrams’ television playground have gotten wider
each year. He’s co-created two proven
hits, “Alias” and “Lost,” and his new
serial thriller “Fringe” is well on its
way to becoming a metaphysical masterwork.
The show revolves around the concept of “fringe science” – essentially,
the study of the bizarre, the outlandish
and the disgusting.
Make no mistake, this isn’t science
fiction. This is J.J. Abrams’ little shop
of horrors.
Here’s an example to give you an idea
of what this show is like: The first scene
of the “Fringe” premiere takes place on
a plane headed into some turbulence,
inviting the audience to entertain the
idea that it may just crash-land on another hidden tropical island. The passengers could only hope to be so lucky.
“Fringe” airs Tuesdays at 9 p.m. on FOX

“Fringe”

Instead, one by one, all their faces start
to melt. The co-pilot’s jaw falls off. By
the time the plane’s state-of-the-art autopilot has landed it on its destination
runway … well, let’s just say there’s no
need to check for pulses.
“Fringe” is absolutely thrilling, if
you can handle the break-neck pace
at which it often tries to gross you out.
Still, Abrams never takes the focus off
the characters. Building sympathy has
always been a strong suit of his, and
“Fringe” is a prime example.
The key players include three people.
Olivia Dunham (played by relative
newcomer Anna Torv) serves as our
portal into bizarro world. She’s an FBI
agent, and starts the series with no
knowledge of fringe science. However,
after receiving the “Case of the Airplane
Entrails,” she is forced to broaden her
definition of reality and enlists the
services of fringe scientist Dr. Walter
Bishop (John Noble - “Fracture,” “The
Return of the King”), a 17-year mental
patient.
Dunham can’t have Bishop released
from the asylum unless he’s accompanied by a family member, hence the
involvement of his son Peter (Joshua

Jackson – “Cruel Intentions, “Dawson’s Creek”). Peter and Walter’s relationship is one of the most intriguing
aspects of the series. Their interactions
create a real sense of history between
the father and son, one that will have
viewers laughing one moment and
heartbroken the next.
Jackson shows some great acting
range, but the series’ shining beacon
of light is unquestionably John Noble.
Bishop is positioned as a modern Dr.
Frankenstein, and Noble excels at portraying his charming brilliance and
psychotic instability. But more than
that, he brings emotion and empathy
to a larger-than-life role. Every show
needs a character who grabs the audience’s full and constant attention, and
Dr. Bishop is it for “Fringe.” I smell an
Emmy.
Folks, “Fringe” is a weird show, but
it’s J.J. Abrams’ type of weird. If you
liked “Lost” for its bizarre elements
and memorable characters, you’ll love
“Fringe”. Unlike “Lost,” you’ll get a
conclusive ending with each episode.
And no fat, useless curly-haired Hispanic guys.

Photo courtesy of fox.com

CAMPUSENTERTAINMENT feature story

The roar of “Pit Lane’s” engines
By Brent Clouse
Contributor

When you tune into Taylor’s radio station, 89.7 WTUR, what do
you expect to hear? Interesting talk
shows? Heated debates? Some indie music? Or maybe “Adventures
in Odyssey?” How about some good
ol’ NASCAR news? I don’t know
about you, but that last one sounds
like a good idea, and thanks to two
grown men, this would-be fantasy
is a reality.
It’s called “Pit Lane” and is any
racing fan’s dream come true. Hosted by campus security officer Chad
Breedlove and Joel Thorne, “Pit
Lane” is the first WTUR show to be
led by adults, not Taylor students.
“Pit Lane” covers NASCAR and IndyCar racing and is aimed to bring
listeners weekly racing results,
rumors and opinions. Both avid
race fans, Breedlove and Thorne
frequently attend weekend races
in Indianapolis and hurry back to
campus to do their show Sunday
nights at 8 p.m. It seems as though
no matter where you go in Indiana,
you can never escape the hype surrounding the racing capitol of the
world. Thanks to Breedlove and
Thorne, Upland seems that much

closer to Indy.
“I’m a big fan of the IndyCar series,” said Breedlove. “Danica Patrick is my favorite driver.”
Senior Jacob Elsts, manager of
WTUR, compliments Breedlove and
Thorne on a successful beginning
to what seems to be WTUR’s fastest
growing show.
“I was very surprised with how
professional Chad and Joel were
the first time I heard their demo,”
said Elsts. “They work great together and Chad has a great voice for radio. They both have a great sense of
humor,” Elsts added, laughing.
According to Breedlove, he and
Thorne probably have a little too
much fun doing the show.
“It’s not your typical radio program,” says Breedlove. “It’s a refreshing, interactive talk show
about racing.”
Even if you are not a race fan,
Breedlove promises an entertaining
show for all types of listeners.
“I felt a radio show that lets fans
call in and express their opinions
would be a big hit.”
From the looks of it, Breedlove
and Thorne seem to have found a
winning combination in “Pit Lane.”
According to Elsts, “Pit Lane” is
one of the first WTUR shows to be

primarily “community minded,”
meaning Breedlove and Throne
have targeted the audiences of Upland and Gas City, not just those attending Taylor University.
“Having non-Taylor hosts means
the show is not restricted to the
campus community,” said Elsts.
“It’s a great way to appeal to wider
audiences and spread the news of
the station.”
Breedlove sees it as a win-win
situation.
“We have the only racing show

that I know of in this area,” said
Breedlove. “We’re reaching out to
the students and the community as
well.”
This summer marked a number of
monumental accomplishments for
WTUR. Not only did they add “Pit
Lane” in April, this summer was the
first time the station broadcasted
24/7 outside of the school year. Expansion seems to be the focus due
to the addition of three new shows
since last semester.
Currently airing 17 shows this

fall, Elsts says WTUR has definitely
benefited from the new schedule.
“Having ‘Pit Lane’ air throughout
the summer has really helped us
gain some loyal fans,” says Elsts.
“As the show grows, it can only
bring name recognition to the radio station, Taylor University as a
whole, and the community as well,”
said Breedlove. “This could open
doors for other opportunities in the
future.”
“Pit Lane” airs Sunday nights at 8
p.m. on 89.7 WTUR.

Joel Thorne (left) and Chad Breedlove host “Pit Lane” on Sunday nights at 8 p.m.

Photo by Steve Yardumian

MUSIC feature story

Fragments of Jack’s “Glass Passenger”
By Josh Kennedy
A&E Editor

The release of Orange County
band Jack’s Mannequin’s “The
Glass Passenger” is sure to be a hit
with fans. The band’s second fulllength release since 2005’s “Everything in Transit” promises similar
piano-rock style and is set to be released on Sept. 30. Lead singer and
pianist Andrew McMahon began
writing songs for the new album in
late 2007 and hoped to begin recording in early 2008. Originally
set to be released in March of this
year, “Glass Passenger’s” official
date has been bumped back numerous times, but not before the
release of an iTunes Exclusive EP
in early August entitled “The Ghost
Overground.”
Conceptually, “The Glass Pas-

seems to identify with the burden
of young love’s struggles on “American Love.” His tone is apologetic
and reminiscent as he sings, “Big
hearts are for breaking.”
For those of you who fell head
over heels for Jack’s Mannequin
after the release of “Transit,” then
this album will be a great addition
to your collection and it won’t disappoint. While musically the album is much more toned down and
subtle, it still has enough flavor to
savor. For big fans, pre-orders are
available via Bamboozle, Warped
Tour and JacksMannequin.com,
and, depending on where you get
it from, you might receive a lithograph version of the album artwork, vinyl and digital versions of
the album as well as bonus tracks
and other exclusive content.

senger” is pretty solid. Sticking to
the roots they laid with “Transit,”
McMahon and crew have matured
their sound into something more
melodramatic. The piano-driven
pop-rock style is easily identifiable
on title the albums single, “The
Resolution.” Ballad-like songs
such as “Caves” and “Hammer and
Strings (A Lullaby)” consist mostly
of McMahon and his piano, accented ever-so-sweetly by swooning guitars and strings. The fusion
of the band’s previous sound with
80s-rock elements, though subtle,
add a significantly different tone to
the album as a whole.
On “Swim,” McMahon seems to be
reaching out to his audience, giving
them encouragement. “I swim for
brighter days / despite the absence
of sun. / Choking on salt water /
I’m not giving in.” McMahon also
Photo courtesy of theglasspassenger.com

“The Glass Passenger” hits stores Sept. 30.
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Opinions

“Hello” is dead
By Brandon Fitzsimmons
Columnist
“When I came to Taylor I couldn’t believe how friendly everyone was. These
complete strangers were smiling and
saying hi to me; it was unreal. That’s
how I knew I was supposed to come to
Taylor.” If I had a head of lettuce for
every time I was informed that some
prospective student had said those
very words, I would be able to make
the world’s largest salad. It is apparent testimonies like these are valued
as proof that Taylor truly is a bastion
of unabashed Christian fellowship. If
complete strangers are so shamelessly
friendly, we must be doing something
right here.
You see, here at Taylor we pride ourselves on community. We’re tighterknit than the average American pack
o’ shmoes because we go to chapel
together, sign the Life Together Covenant together and develop lifelong
friendships (and romances) together.
But don’t for one starry-eyed moment
get the idea that we’re “friendly” together. Consider the average sidewalk
encounter between two Taylor students that are not in consistent (dailyto-weekly) contact with one another. It
is bound to climax in one of the following manners:
The Grim, Man-to-Man, One-Timer
Head-Nod: Quite popular among the
more athletic and virulent males on
campus, the Nod acknowledges that
you, too, are, indeed, a man. Not a man
like he is — otherwise that would make

By Emily Rhude
Columnist
Amidst our country’s political and
economic turmoil, we’ve been hearing
a lot about Miley Cyrus.
Turn on Fox News and you will find
her as of one of the five biggest headlines of the summer. Her notoriety
has only grown, especially since she’s
been spotted bike riding with that
one kid from “Step Up 2.” Despite the
scandals, Miley has given us all faith
that it is possible to have the best of
both worlds while rocking both brown
and blond hair. You may think Obama
is a celebrity, but has he dated the cutest and most talented Jonas brother?
Miley Cyrus, born “Destiny Hope,”
has recently risen above Disney fame
for becoming the next generation’s
most virginal sex symbol. In a state-

2009: a costly space odyssey

you eligible to be his friend, hence nullifying the need for the Nod — but a
man nevertheless.
The Lost Child Effect: In my opinion,
the most shameless and, unfortunately, common way to ignore the fact that
you’re about to pass another student
you don’t know (or haven’t talked to in
a few weeks) face-to-face. Pretending
one is at a giant convention and has
just lost their only child, therefore justifying every reason to distantly look
past that petrifying set of strange incoming eyes, is the most stark and effective way of letting that eager stranger know that you would rather observe
whatever riveting activity might be
taking place in the cornfield across the
street than share the shortest of greetings with them.
The Half-Baked Flirtatious Smirk:
Thankfully, as far as I’ve experienced,
this is a supreme rarity between males.
In all truth, it isn’t even all that outrageously common among female
strangers. Still, it happens, and the audacity of its implication far outweighs
any of its aforementioned contemporaries. It generally goes as follows: a
self-confident girl approaches a male
who may or may not be in her league
– but is normally not too far out – and,
rather than engage in the simple yet
classic “Hello,” determines instead to
narrow her eyes, curl one end of her
lip, and, if she’s exceptionally bold, cap
the insulting sequence of gestures with
a curt laugh or snort.
So, my young prospectives-turnedfreshmen, think twice before you, in
all your untainted, youthful exuberance, deliver rash judgment upon
the seeming friendliness of complete
strangers on campus. A couple of years
from now, you’re likely to be blowing
off your most recent pick-a-dates like
they’re the foulest of telemarketers.

NASA’s 2009 budget is an astronomical $17 billion. To put that into
perspective, it’s nearly two-thirds of
the Vision 2016 budget, or the annual
cost to keep Paris Hilton looking human. That’s a lot of money for a bunch
of empowered nerds to float around in
fishbowls and hazmat suits collecting
rocks.
Does space travel actually mean anything anymore? All this sky probing is
hardly pertinent to our survival, and I
can’t imagine that it has much bearing on our international posture these
days. So, in the long line of American
issues in need of address, is there just
cause to hang onto the space program,
or are we just keeping a foothold on
the universe because, you know, we’re
America?
This depends. Renowned astrophysicist Stephen Hawking once said, “It
is important for the human race to
spread out into space for the survival
of the species. Life on Earth is at the
ever-increasing risk of being wiped out
by a disaster, such as sudden global
warming, nuclear war, a genetically
engineered virus or other dangers we
have not yet thought of.”
In response to that, I ask, is life on
Mars or the moon really any better than
getting nuked or attacked by North Korean super germs? I think that it’s fair
to note that YOU CAN’T BREATHE
IN SPACE. It’s not like “Harry Potter”
where you can take a mouth full of gil-

ment coming straight from her father’s achy breaky heart, “It was her
destiny to bring hope to the world.”
She has shown pre-teens everywhere that they, too, can one day have
a famous alter ego, pose backless for
Annie Leibovitz and look sort of fashionable wearing silver glittery jackets
with fringed leather boots without
looking like a Dallas Cowboy cheerleader. If she catches a lucky break,
she might even be fortunate enough
to follow in our dear Britney Spears’
footsteps, finding the courage to expose herself falling out of the backseat
of a Bentley.
Coming from a sheltered Christian home in Nashville and being the
daughter of the faith-driven Billy Ray
Cyrus, I tried to ask Miley about her
views on her quick rise to fame and
blossoming sexuality (which will no
doubt be apparent in the next two
years). If anything, I wanted to know
how she felt being pinned as a role
model at the tender age of 15, though
she looks 25.
Despite repeated attempts to contact Miley, she declined interview re-

quests. Unfortunately, her representatives were also not available for an
interview, unless you count the 7-yearolds I tried to befriend at the Marion
Wal-Mart. Trying to get an answer
out of her cardboard cutout about
whether or not she would collaborate
with Three 6 Mafia on her next album
also proved fruitless. Maybe if it was a
cutout of the real Miley Cyrus and not
her alter ego Hannah Montana, she
would have been more responsive. I
suppose like any other girl her age,
she needs to be two people at once to
get anything done.
Even though we are on the cusp of
some major societal changes, we at
least have Miley to give us some perspective. Thankfully, our obsession
with her is unwavering despite the
challenges we are facing to continue
to live comfortably. I know what I
would buy if I had to choose between
a bag of rice that would last me a week
or the latest US Weekly to get a recap
on Miley’s last YouTube show. Celebrity gossip feeds me more. And the
first thing I hate about Miley is that
you can’t help but love her.

By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor

letters to the editor
Suppose there is a room the contents
of which are uncertain at present. It
is possible, in principle, to acquire
knowledge of its contents, but access
to the room, and thus a definitive answer, is currently restricted. Suppose
further you have reason to assume a
human is among the room’s contents,
but, of course, you are currently incapable of verifying this assumption by
inspecting the room. Suppose further
still you are a demolitionist and are
contemplating (for whatever reason)
detonating the room.
Though the room might contain a
human — it is equally possible that
it does not — would you proceed to
detonate the room? Would you risk
being responsible for homicide, or
would you refrain until you obtained
more definitive (perhaps, to be safe,
incontrovertible) information regarding the room’s contents?
We appear to have Senator Obama’s

opinions

and Senator Biden’s choices, or at
least the manner in which they likely
would be inclined. They wish to preserve a woman’s right to choose, although it is possible, by endeavoring
to keep the legality of abortion intact,
they are advocating a specific form of
murder, of innocent people no less. I
find it repugnant that they have thus
committed to their choice in the absence of indisputable evidence regarding the room’s contents.
When Rick Warren asked Obama
when he believes life commences,
Obama claimed it was above his pay
grade to answer with theological or
scientific specificity, an outrageously
irresponsible non-response. He remains pro-choice nonetheless. Biden,
a Catholic, contends that life begins
at conception. He also remains prochoice, as he does not want to prohibit a woman from terminating a
human life if she so desires since
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that would imply an imposition of
his views. Biden’s variety of abortionrights relativism is utterly detestable.
I do not actually believe Obama’s
being president would render this
nation an abomination. But it is disconcerting that he and Biden, individuals whose pro-choice rationales
are pathetically tenuous (at best) and
absolutely abhorrent (at worst), may
come into power this November.
Some might hold I am vulnerable to
the criticism of being an issue-voter
or of endorsing such a voting style.
I would meet that criticism with an
inquiry, one particularly relevant for
those who believe abortion is murder
or for those incautious demolitionists: Would you vote for candidates
whose policy allowed for the legal extermination of Christian Democrats?
- Marc Belcastro

lyweed, suddenly adapt to the atmo- oretically, would take eight months.
sphere, and ride off on a broomstick Can you imagine being bottled up
into the cosmos with Hagrid. Let’s not with anyone for eight months? It’ll be
forget, there’s no water or anything else cramped, smelly — essentially a secnecessary for survival, and I bet inter- ond pregnancy, except this time you’re
planetary jetlag’s a pain. This is purely cognizant of the unpleasantness, and
a conjecture, a probe in the dark, but those around you won’t take kindly to
maybe outer space wasn’t designed to kicking.
Really, it doesn’t seem necessary or
be inhabited by humans.
With all due respect to Mr. Hawking, safe to be exploring space, especially
in case of nuclear holocaust, I’m not at such a great cost. There’s probabout to take up a duplex with Marvin ably some weight to the argument that
the Martian; I’m calling up Kevin Cost- knowledge is invaluable. But honestly,
ner and we’re filming “Waterworld 2.” I think I’d sell my knowledge of space
NASA and all its friends can have Mars and the planets for about 14 bucks. If
to themselves — that includes the al- you haggle, you could probably get me
lergy-inducing dust storms that come down to 10.
I’m happy with space being the Great
with it.
Keep in mind the harrowing journey, Unknown, and when it comes down to
too, that is required to travel to Mars. it, a Martian germ looks the same to
Escaping Earth’s gravity requires one me as a terrestrial germ, and an hour
to travel at seven miles per FullerAd08_Taylor.psd
second. La- of watching MTV is enough to convince
dies, don’t bother doing your hair be- me that we’re not alone. And besides,
fore lift off, the frump index will be off if we’re going to put billions into sci-fi
sorts of things, let’s at least make some
the charts.
Furthermore, a journey to Mars, the- headway on teleportation.
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Volleyball ﬁghts through series with success
By Jordyn Kight
Staff Writer

Drawing on their success last weekend during the TU Invitational, the
Trojans defeated St. Francis (IN) on
their home court Wednesday night.
Improving their conference record
to 3-0, Taylor dominated St. Francis in
three straight games.
Leading the match, freshman Kelsey
Pritchard recorded 16 kills. Offensively, freshman Betsy Brown totaled 33
assists, improving her overall MCC
standing. Sophomore Rachel Kizer ﬁnished the match with six blocks, and
sophomore Jackie Geile led the defense with 15 digs.
Over the weekend, the Odle Area
was packed with the parent’s weekend crowd as the Trojans (13-4, 2-0)
walked away with a four-match split
during the Taylor Invitational.
Opening the tournament on Friday afternoon, the Trojans defeated
Davenport University with a threegame sweep.
“We played as a team, completely
uniﬁed in our goals and for the most
part, within our roles as a team,” Head
Coach Brittany Smith said.
Brown led defense with 18 digs, as
well as posting a personal high of six
blocks. Geile and senior Lindsey Bayle
followed Brown’s lead with 11 and 10
digs respectively. Assisting a strong
attack, Geile led the offense with 12
kills.
Stepping back on the court Friday
evening, the Trojans faced Mt. Vernon
Nazarene in a match featuring the top
two all-time win leaders in NAIA.
The Trojans came out with high intensity, taking game one with 16 kills
recorded, but after volleying the lead
in the remaining games, the Trojans
lost the ﬁve-game match.

Football
(1-2, 1-0)

L, 7-55 vs. St. Francis
Upcoming games:
2 p.m. Sat at William Penn

Soccer

(Men, 3-8, 0-1)
W, 2-1 at Earlham
L, 0-1 vs. Spring Arbor*
Upcoming games:
7:30 p.m. Wed at Marian*
(Women, 6-2)
W, 2-0 vs. Asbury
W, 5-0 at Cincinnati Christian
Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Tues at IWU*
4 p.m. Thurs at Urbana

Volleyball

(12-4, 3-0)
W, 3-0 vs. Davenport
L, 2-3 vs. Mt. Vernon Nazarene
W, 3-1 vs. Campbellsville
L, 2-3 vs. Walsh
W, 3-0 vs. St. Francis*
Upcoming games:
Fri-Sat at Best of the Best Challenge
7 p.m. Wed at Bethel*

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Coach Brittany Smith urges her team on during a timeout in Saturday’s
game against Mount Vernon Nazarene.
Despite the outcome, the Trojans game match.
The team attributed strong perforperformed well individually. Pritchard
received a personal high of 23 kills, as mances as Bayle led with 22 digs, PritBrown recorded her second personal chard ﬁnished with 19 kills, and Geile
high of 57 assists. Geile posted 18 kills followed with a total of 14 kills and 14
digs. Brown ended with 43 assists, and
along with 17 digs and 4 aces.
Continuing play Saturday, the Tro- senior Ashlee Zeigler led the team with
jans defeated the 19th ranked team, three aces.
In the ﬁnal match, the Trojans fell
Campbellsville University, in a four-

Trojans fall in ﬁrst MCC match of the season

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Senior Michael Zaino attempts to score in the ﬁrst half at Tuesday’s game
against Spring Arbor.

By Julia Berger
Contributor

Captivating plays and teamwork
don’t always win games. Such was
the case for the Taylor Trojans (4-7)
in their match against the Spring Arbor Cougars (5-1-1) on Tuesday, their
ﬁrst of eight Mid-Central Conference
games.
Within the ﬁrst two minutes of the
contest, the Taylor crowd experienced
a moment of anticipation when senior

Cross Country

and captain Jon Hughes attempted a
slide to send the ball to the net, but the
Spring Arbor goalie, Brady Rees, surprisingly prevented it.
“We’ve had moments where we’ve
really shown what we can do as a team,
but there have been lows as well where
we’ve lost to teams that we probably
shouldn’t have lost to,” Hughes said.
“However, I feel conﬁdent about the
rest of the season and the talent we
have.”

Hughes had an aggressive game and
received a bloody nose because of it.
Fellow senior and captain Nathan
Toldt blocked numerous attempts by
the Cougars. Despite Toldt’s role as a
defender, he nearly scored on a few occasions with his ﬂip throw-ins, which
provided the audience with amazement as well as entertainment.
The only goal scored against the
Trojans came from Chris Stachurski on
a breakaway in the 17th minute of the
game. Even with the combined efforts
of Toldt, freshman Jake Custer, and
freshman goalkeeper Michael Schmitt,
they were unable to correctly predict
the exact pathway of Stachurski’s shot
on a wide-open goal.
The Trojans worked incredibly
hard to tie the game, but the many
efforts were thwarted by the Cougars
defense. Both teams practiced persistence throughout the game. While
there were no cards shown by the referees, multiple fouls were called for
slide tackles and aggression. In the last
three minutes multiple attempts were
made, but the Trojans lacked success
in their efforts.
Despite the loss, Hughes continues
to view the remainder of the season
with conﬁdence.
“There’s no reason we can’t win
our conference, but it will take a relentless work ethic and a sense of team
unity that I think is still developing.”

(Men, 6th of 15 at Little State)
Upcoming meets:
10:45 a.m. Sat at IWU invitational
(Women, 4th of 14 at Little State)
Upcoming meets:
10 a.m. Sat at IWU Invitational

Tennis

(Men, 9-1, 4-1)
ITC Tournament (Cedarville):
Pending, 4-3
W, 9-1
W, 3-1
W, 6-3 vs. Spring Arbor*
Upcoming matches:
10 a.m. Sat at Huntington*
3 p.m. Thurs vs. Marian*
(Women, 9-1, 4-1)
ITC Tournament (Cedarville):
Pending, 3-3
W, 6-2
W, 2-1
W, 5-4 vs. Spring Arbor*
Upcoming matches:
10 a.m. Sat at Huntington*
4 p.m. Tues vs. St Francis
3 p.m. Thurs vs. Marian*

* denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

to Walsh University after a ﬁve-game
run.
Geile led the Trojans with 16 kills
and 18 digs, allowing herself a spot of
the all-tournament team. Kizer led the
team with six blocks.
“This weekend was a great test for us
to see where we are in our progress,”
Smith said. “I think it is very encourag-

ing that we were not only able to beat
the 19th ranked team in the nation, but
also compete with and nearly beat two
other nationally ranked teams.”
The squad will compete in the Best
of the Best Challenge this weekend at
St. Francis in Ft. Wayne beginning today at 12 p.m.

Trojan football overwhelmed by
nationally ranked St. Francis
By Jake Bragg
contributor

The Taylor football team had high
expectations coming into their game
with perennial power St. Francis last
Saturday, but they were quickly deﬂated as the Cougars jumped out to an
early lead en route to a 55-7 win over
the Trojans.
The game couldn’t have started
worse for Taylor, as Cougars’ return
man Daniel Carter ran the opening
kickoff 87 yards for a quick touchdown.
The Cougars scored twice more in the
ﬁrst quarter and never looked back as
they put up 35 ﬁrst-half points.
Taylor (1-2, 0-1 Mid-States Football
Mideast) did create an early scoring
chance on their second possession, but
quarterback Shaun Addison’s fourthdown pass was barely tipped at the last
second in the end zone and the Trojans
turned it over on downs.
However, there were some bright
spots for the Trojans, both offensively
and defensively. Taylor created three
turnovers, including two crucial interceptions by cornerback Marcellus

Burton.
The offense, although only scoring
once, did accumulate 260 yards on the
stingy Cougar defense, who had been
giving up a meager 74 yards of total offense per game thus far.
The Trojan attack was led by tailback Josh Cook, who ran for 115 yards
and provided Taylor’s lone score. Addison passed for 107 yards and wide
receiver Trevor Terrell had 73 yards on
four receptions for the Trojans.
In the end, however, the Cougars (30, 1-0) lived up to their No. 4 NAIA
national ranking, accumulating 596
yards of offense. The Cougars also
never punted, going 10 for 10 in third
down conversions.
St. Franics was led by quarterback
Jeff Wedding’s 249 yards and three
touchdowns. Daniel Carter, who had
a touchdown and 68 rushing yards
for the Cougars, was one of seven St.
Francis players to rush for at least 10
yards.
The Trojans look to turn things
around tomorrow when they travel to
William Penn.

Trojans Tennis Briefs
By Jake Bragg

Athlete of the Week: Jack

Reed

Sport: Men’s Tennis
Year: Junior
Major: Marketing
Residence: 2nd East Wengatz
Hometown: St. Louis, MO
Siblings: A sister, 24
Favorite snack: Goldﬁsh. Actually, Cheez-Its might surpass Goldﬁsh.
‘Achilles’ Heel’: My unquestioning love for Felipe Bedon. I have an intense love for Felipe...but it’s deﬁnitely a one-sided crush.
Favorite thing to do EVER: “Dink ‘em with a pass.”
Dream job: To be a concert pianist with the tails on my suit, and I’d wear
a hat, too.
Favorite TV show as a kid: I was a big Sesame Street fan. Big Bird was
key to my development.
Favorite holiday: V-day for sure. V-day is awesome. I think love is the
root of our being.
“Doing (ﬁll in the blank) makes me feel like a total geek.”:
Dancing/doing Airband. Practicing the fairy-like moves.

“To be a concert
pianist with the tails on my
suit, and I’d wear a hat, too.”
Dream Job:

Photo by Katy Andres

Sports

Women’s

Contributor

The Taylor women’s tennis team
defeated Mid-Central Conference
rival Spring Arbor 5-4 on Tuesday.
With the win, the Trojans (7-1, 4-1)
maintained their second place standing in the MCC.
The Trojans started off strong with
Germania Bedon, Kristin Goeke and
Kaiti Marsh each winning their singles matches handily. However, the
Trojans struggled at the bottom of
their singles lineup and moved into
the doubles matches needing to win
two of three.
Goeke and Marsh teamed up for an
8-2 defeat in number one doubles and
Bedon and Susanne Johnson came
away with a 9-7 victory.
The Trojans also fared well at the
ITA Regional match last weekend.
Bedon won the regional singles match
with a 6-3, 6-2 victory that qualiﬁes
her for the NAIA National Tournament. The doubles team of Goeke and
Marsh earned a runner-up ﬁnish, falling 8-4 in the championship match.
The Trojans’ next match is tomorrow at MCC rival Huntington University at 10 a.m.

Men’s

Taylor’s men’s tennis team dismantled Spring Arbor 6-3 on Tuesday. The Trojans (6-1) improved to
4-1 in the Mid-Central Conference,
just behind Indiana Wesleyan for
the top spot.
The number two doubles team of
Felipe Bedon and Jack Reed dominated with an 8-1 victory, and the
number one doubles team of Dave
Smith and Bryce Perkins came from
behind to win 8-4.
In singles, it was more of the same
as Bedon, Smith and Reed all produced victories along with a win in
the number ﬁve singles match by
Steve Erny.
The Trojans were strongat the ITA
Regional match. Bedon defeated
Indiana Wesleyan’s Matt Pederson
(6-0, 7-5) to qualify for the NAIA
National Tournament on October
16-18. Perkins rose ahead in the
consolation match (6-2, 6-3), while
Bedon and Reed paired up to win
the consolation prize in the doubles
tournament with an 8-4 triumph.
The Trojans travel to Huntington
tomorrow for another MCC match.

